Laboratory assessment of hepatic hemodynamics.
Although the study of hepatic circulation is complicated by the dual blood supply and complex anatomy of the liver, many distinct methods are available to facilitate its study. Before embarking on an investigation of hepatic hemodynamics, the investigator must be familiar with the available methods and their applications. All methods have their own attributes and limitations. No one method is superior to the others, but, depending on the aspect of hepatic hemodynamics to be investigated, a particular methodology may yield distinct advantages.